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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
No. 1 of 1997 

AN ACT tomake provision forthemanner in whichareferendum 
shall be held and for other matters incidental thereto and connected 
therewith. 

[ 27th February, I997 ] 

ENACTED by the Parbnentof Antigua and Bahdaas follows - 

1. This Act may be cited as the Referendum Act, 1997. shoa title. 

2. For the purposes of determining any question relating to the ~ o l d h g  of a 
Constitution of Antigua and Barbuda or detemining any other referendum. 
question the Rime Minister may consider necessary or desirable, 
there shall be held areferendum in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act 

3. The question to be asked in a referendum held pursuant to w n t o b e a s k e d  
section 2, shall be framed in such a manner that a vote is cast for an ins referendum 
answer which is "YES" or "NO. 

4. (1) The Prime Minister may, sixty days before the date of a ~ ~ f o r p l b l i o t i o n  
referendum, by Order, publish the question to be asked in the o f w a  
referendum in the Gazette. 

(2) The Order published pursuant to subsection (1) shall - 
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(a) appoint the day of the referendum; 

(b) make provision as to the conduct of the referendum as 
may appear to the Prime Minister to be expechent. 

5. The Prime Mister may, in relation to a referendum, by an 
Order-by him, apply any oftheprsvisionssf theRepresentation 
of the People Act or any regularions made thereunder, with such 
modifications or exceptions as he deems necessary or expedient. 

6.Theballotpaper to be usedin areferendurn shall be in the fonn 
specified in the Order published by the Prime Minister. 

7. Every person who, at the time when a referendum is held 
wouldbeentitled to vote, in electionsofmembersof tbeI4ouse, shall 
be entitled to vote on referendum; and no other person shall be 
entitled so to vot. 

8. (1) The polling districts into which constituencies in Antigua 
and Barbuda have been divided pursuant to section 10 of the 
Representation of the People Act, Cap 379 shall be the polling 
districts for a referendum. 

(2) A separate count shall be conducted of the votes cast at a 
referendum in each of the polling districts referred to in subseetion 
(1). 

9. (1) The Supervisor of Elections shallconduct any referendum 
held pursuant to section 2. 

(2) The Supervisor of Elections shall for each polliig district 
appoint a Referendum and such other officers as he may 
consider necessary to assist the Referendum Off~cer. 

(3) The Refmendum Officer and other officers assisting him 
shall perform such functions as the Supervisor of Elections may 
direct. 

(4) The functions which in relation toelections conducted under 
the Representation of the People Act, G p  379 are conferred on the 
Supervisor of Elections by section 3 of that Act shall in relation to 
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a referendum, be discharged by the Supervisor of Elections. 

(5) The off~cefs referred to in this section include - 

(a) a returning officer; 

(b) a presiding  office^ 

(c) a referendum clerk; 

(d) a poll clerk; and 

(e) an enumerator. 

14). (1) Any admiinistpa?iveexpnses incmed by the Supervisor Financial 
of Elections for the purpose of conducting a referendum shall be vkiom. 
paid out of Funds provided by Parl'ient. 

(2) The Supervisor of Elections, the Referendum Offieer and 
every officer appointed to assist any Referendum Officer shall be 
paid such remuxmtionsas the Minister of Finance may & t h e .  

1 1.Theoffencesandpenalties specifiedin sections22 to28 (both maces. 
sectimsincluded) of the Representation of the People Act, Cap. 379 
shall apply with respect to the conduct of a referendum under this 
Act. 

Passed the House of Representatives Passed the Senate this 23rd day of 

this 14th day of January, 1997. January, 1997. 

B. Harris, 
Speaker 

M. Percival, 
President 
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Clerk to the House of Representatives. Ckrk to the Senate. 
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