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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
No. 20 of 1998

AN ACT to provide for the implementation of the Treaty
egtablishing the Regional Security Sysem.

[ 18th February, 1999 |

ENACTED by the Parliament of Antigua and Barbuda as
follows:

Prdiminary
Citation
1 This Adt may be cited as the Regiond Security System Act,  Short title.
1998.
Definitions
2 Inthis Act Interpretation.
(a) "avil court" meansacourt o ordinary crimind juris-
dictionin Antiguaand Barbudaand includesa court of
summary jurisdiction;

(b) "Coordinator" means the Regiond Coordinator of the
Regiond Security System established by the Treety;
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(c)

(e)

®

()

"dependant” means, with reference to a military mem-
ber or toamember of the policeforce, thegpouseof the
member or achildof the member dependingon himfor

support;

"military member" means a member of the armed
forces of a Member State;

"Member State” meansaMember State of the Regional
Security System;

"police member" means amember of the Police Force
o aMembe State;

"System” or "RSS' means the Regional Security Sys-
tem established by the Treaty;

"service court" means a court-martial and includesthe
sarviceauthoritiesof aMember State who are empow-

ered by the laws of that State to deal with disciplinary
charges;

"service personnd” means personnel of the Defence
Force or Police Force of a Member State:

"Treaty" means the Treaty Establishing the Regional
Security System done at St. George's on the 5th day of
March, 1996, and the text of which is set out in the
Schedule.

PART |

Provisons Rdating to the Regional Security System

3. This Act appliesto service personnd of Member States of the

RSS.

4. Artides10and 14 of the Treaty has theforceof law in Antigua
and Barbuda

5. The Systemisa body corporatewith full juridical persondity.

6. Except in repect of offences mentioned in section 8(2), the
civil courts have the pnmary right to exercisejurisdictionin respect
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o ay act that condtitutes an offence againgt any law in force in
Antiguaand Barbudaand thet is committed by service personnel or
a dependant while such personnel or dependant are on RSS duty.

7. Wherea military member or a dependant has been tried by a
service court and has been convicted or acquitted, he may not be
tried again by acivil court for the same offence.

8. (1) Subjecttothis Ad, theserviceauthoritiesand servicecourts
o another Member State may exercise within Aantigua and Bar-
budainrel ationto military membersof thet forceand theirdependants,
al the criminal and disciplinary jurisdiction that is conferred upon
them by the law of that other Member State.

(2) With respect to the dleged commission by amilitary mmember
o an offence respecting

(a) the property or security of that member's State,

(b) the person or property of another member of the state
referred to in paragraph (a) or a dependent, or

(c) anactdonein the performance df official duty,

the service caurts of that member's state have the primary right to
exercise jurisdiction.

9. (1) Wherea military member or adependant has been tried by
acivil court and has been convictedor acquitted, he may not betried
again within Antiguaand Barbudafor the same offence by aservice
court of that member's Sate.

(2) Nothingin subsection (1) preventsa servicecourt fromtrying
within Antigua and Barbudaa military member or a dependant for
any violation of rules of discipline arising from an act that condti-
tuted an offence for which he was tried by acivil court.

10. Where under sections 7 to 9 acivil court or aservicecourt of
a Member Sae other then Antigua and Barbuda has the primary
right to exercise jurisdiction, the court having theprimary right has
the right to dedl with charges againgt dleged offenders in the first
instance, but thet right may be waived in accor dance with such
regulationsas may be made in that behaf.
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11. Acer  cateof the Coordinator that anything allegedto have
been done by amilitary member or apolicemember of that stateweas
or was not donein the performance of officia duty, is receivablein
evidencein my civil court and for the purposesof thisActis prima
facie proof of that fact.

12, (1) The members of a service court that is exercising
jurisdiction by virtue of this Act, and witnesses appearing before
such a service court, have the like immunities and privileges as a
court-martial exercising juridiction under the Defence Act, and
witnesses appearing before any such court martia.

(2) Subsection (1) applies only to military members.

13. Whereany sentance has been passed by aservicecourt within
or outsde Antigua and Barbuda upon a military member, or a
dependant, then for the purposes of any lega proceedings within
Antigua and Barbuda

(a) theservicecourtshal bedeemed to havebeen properly
constituted;

(b) itsproceedings shal be deemed to have been regularly
conducted;

(c) thesentenceshall be deemed to have been within the
jurisdictionof the servicecourt and in accordancewith
the law of the rdevant Member State; and

(d) if thesentencehas been executed according to thetenor
thereof, the sentance shdl be deemed to have been
lawwfully executed.

14. Any military member or any dependant who is detained in
custody

(a) in pursuance of a sentence mentioned in section 13,

(b) pending the determination by a service court of a
charge brought againgt him, or

(c) pending his repatriction to his home State,

shall, for the purposes of any legd proceedingswithin Antiguaand
Barbuda, be deamed to be in lawful custody.
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15. (1) For thepurposesaf any legd proceedingswithin Antigua
and Barbuda, a certificate under the hand of the Coordinator sating
that the person specified in the certificate sat at a service court is
receivablein evidence and is conclusive proof of that fact.

(2) A cetificate under the hand of the Coordinator given
pursuant to subsection (1) stating that a military member or a
dependant is being detained in any of the circumstancesdescribed
in section 14, is receivablein evidenceand is conclusive proof  of
the cause of his detention, but not of his being a military member
or a dependarnt.

16. For the purposes of enabling the RSS to exercise more
effectively the powers conferred upon it by this Act, service
personnd seconded to headquarters or mobilised for duty or training
under joint RSS command may arrest other service personnd so
seconded or mobilised without regard to the Member State of origin
of the parties involved.

17. Whereamilitary member or adependant has been sentenced
by a servicecourt to undergo a punishment involvingincarceration,
the incarceration may, & the request of the officer in command of
the military member and in accordance with the standing orders
madeby the Coordinator, be served in an establishment at headquar-
ters or in such other place as the Coordinator determines.

18. Nathing in this Act shdl be construed to prevent service
personne mobilised for duty or training under joint RSS command
in Antiguaand barbuda from exercisingany common law power to
make an arrest.

19. Service personnd acting in the course of their duties,

(a) May, after consultation with the competent authorities
of Antiguaand Barbuda, and if authorised to do so by
ordersof the RSS, posses and carry explosives, ammu-
nition and fireerms. and

(b) are not subject to any law of Antigua and Barbuda
relating to unlawful drilling or the making or possess-
ing of explosives.
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20. For the purposesaf the Crown Proceeding Act,

(a) atort committed by a military member or a police
member while acting within the scope of his dutiesor
employment shal be deemed to have been committed
by aservant of the Crownwhileactingwithinthe scope
of his duties or employment;

(b) property owned, occupied, possessed or controlled by
the armed forces or police force of a member State
other than Antigua and barbuda shall be deemed to be
possessed or controlled by the Crown;

(c) asavice motor vehicleof the armed forces or police
force of a Member State other than Antigua and
Barbudashdl be deemed to be owned by the Crown.

21. No proceedings lieagaing the Crown by virtue o sectivn 20,
or againg any military member or police member of another
Member State who is deemed a servant of the Crown under that
section in respect of aclaim by such a military member or police
member or his persond representetive or adependant arising out of
the degth, or injury to the person, of the military member or apolice
member if compensation has been paid or is payable by a Member
State, or out of any funds administered by any agency of a Member
State, for the degth or injury.

22. A military member or police member of a Member State
other than Antiguaand Barbudais not subject to any proceedingsfor
the enforcement of any judgment given against him in Antiguaand
Barbudain respect of amatter that arose while he was acting within
the scope of his duties or employment.

23. Except as section 20 may be made gpplicable by order of the
Governor-Generd in respect of the ships of the other Member
States, that section does not apply to a claim arising out of or in
connection with the navigation, operation or salvagedf aship or the
loading, carriageor discharge of acargo, unlesstheclaimisa clam
arisng out of death or injury to the person.

24. Where a question that cannot be settled by negotiation
between the parties arises under this Act a certificate from the
Coordinator that
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(a) a military member or a police member was acting
within the scope o his duties or employment, or

(b) a matter in respect of which judgment was given
againgt a member referred to in paragraph () arose
while he was acting within the scope of his duties or
employment,

is final and conclusive.

25. A member of the gaff of the headquarters is exempt from
taxation in Antiguaand Barbudaon thesdary and emolumentspaid
to him as a member of such gaff and in respect of any tangible
movable property that is in Antigua and Barbuda temporarily by
reason of his presencein Antiguaand Barbudain that capecity.

26. No tax is payablein respect of thelicensing or registrationof
RSS vehicles or in respect of the use of those vehicleson any road
in Antigua and Barbuda.

27. (1) The RSS may import into Antigua and Barbuda, free of
customs duty and any tax, equipment for the RSS and such
quantitiesof provisions, suppliesand other goodsfor the exclusive
use of the RSS as in the opinion of the Minister responsiblefor
Finance are reasonable.

(2) The Minigter responsible for Finance may authorise the
import into Antiguaand Barbuda, freeof duty and tax, of goodsfor
use by dependantsof membersof the RSS.

28. Service personnd may

(a) athetimedf their arival to take up servicein Antigua
and Barbuda and at the time of the first arrival of any
dependant to join them, import persond effects and
furniture free of customs duty and any tax; and

(b) import,freeof customsduty and any tax, private motor
vehicles for persond use of themselves and their
dependants temporarily,

but paragraph (b) shall not be congtrued as granting or authorising
the granting of any exception from taxes or fees in respect of the
licensingor theregigtrationdf private vehiclesor theusedf the roads
by private vehicles in Antigua and Barbuda.
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29. No cugtoms duty or any tax is payable on any fuel, oil or
[ubricants intended for use exclusively in the service vehicles,
arcraft or vesselsdf Member States during operationson behaf of
the RSS or during training exercises arranged by the RSS.

30. (1) Where a coroner who has jurisdictionto hold an inquest
touching a degth is satisfied that the deceased person at the time of
his death had a relevant association with service personne of a
Member State other than Antigua and Barbuda, then, unless the
Governor-Genera otherwise directs, the coroner may hold the
inquest, or if it has been begun but not completed, shal adjournit.

(2) Subject to subsection (1), a coroner referred to in tha
subsection shall, unless the Governor-General otherwise directs,
adjourn the inquest if he is satisfied

(a) that aperson who is subject to the jurisdictionof the
sarvice courts of a Member State other than Antigua
and Barbuda;

(i)  hes been charged before a service court
with the homicide of the deceased person
referred to in subsection (1), whether or
not that charge has been dedlth with, or

(i) islikelyto bereturnedtoaMember State
for trid and sentencingin connectionwith
the homicide;

(b) tha a police member of that other Member State is
likely to bereturned to thet other Member Statefor trid
for the homicide, or

(c) that apersonreferredtoin paragraph(a) or (b) isbeing
detained by an authority of another Member State with
a view to being so charged.

(3)Whee aninquest is adjourned under this section the coroner

may resume the inquest only on the direction of the Governor-
Generd.

(4) Where an inquest that was adjourned under this section is
resumed, the coroner shdl proceed in dl respectsas if the inquest
had not been previoudy begun.
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(5) In thissection

(a) "homicide" includes murder, mandaughter, infanti-
cide and any offence under the law of the country in
question that is anologous to any of those offences;

(b) referencesto a person having a relevant association
with service personnd of a Member State are refer-
encesto hisheng d the time

()  amemberof thearmedforcesor thepolice
forceof aMember Stateor a member of a
civilian component of such aforce, or

(i) aperson who, not being acitizen of An-
tiguaand Barbudaor a permanent resident
thereof within the meaning of the Immi-
gration and Passport Adt, isamember of  Cap 208.
the armed forces or police force or a
civilian component of that force.

(6) In determining for the purposes of this section whether a
person is, or was at any time, a permanent resident of Antigua and
Barbuda, no account shall be taken of any period during which he
has been, or intendsto be, present in Antiguaand Barbuda

(a) asamember of the amed forces or police force of a
Member State or of a civilian component of such a
force, or

(b) @ adependantof a member of such armed forces or
police forceor a civilian component of such a force.

3L (1) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, amilitary member ~ Repatriation.
seconded for duty to the heedquarters of the RSS or mobilised for

operation or training under joint RSS command who commits an
offence

(a) in respect of which the civil courts of Antigua and
Barbuda have the primary right to exercisejurisdiction
shdll, if thecivil courtsof Antigua and Barbudawaive
that right, be repatriated to his homeforcefor trid and
sentencing; or
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(b)  inrespectof whichaservicecourtof hishomeforcehas
jurisdictionshal, if thereis no such court available, be
repatriated to his home force for trial and sentencing.

(2) Whereapolicemember secondedfor duty to theheadquarters
o the RSS or mebilised for operationsor training under joint RSS
command commitsan offencein respect of which thecivil courtsof
Antigua and Barbuda have the primary right to exercisejurisdiction
shall, if thecivil courts waive thet right, be repatriated to his home
force for trid and sentencing or to be otherwise dedlt with in
accordance with law.

(3) Where apolice member referred to in subsection (2) commits
an offencethat would, if that policemember werea military member

(a) be trigble by aservicecourt, or

(b) beabreach of discipline under any rulesin force in
respect of his home force,

he shall be returned to his homeforcefor trial and sentencingor for
disciplinary proceedings to be cagied out against him.

32. Nothing in the Customs (Control and Management) Act shall
aoply to restrict or prohibit the entry into or trangt through Antigua
and Barbudaof materid required for the purposes of the System.

PART 11
Provisons Rdating to the Headquarter sAgreement

33. All amounts required to be paid by the Government for the
purpose of meeting the obligationsof Antiguaand Barbuda under
thisAdt, the Tregty and HeadquartersAgreement arechargedon and
shdl be paid out of the Consolidated Fund.

34. Nothing in the Immigration and Passport Act shall apply to
the persons mentioned in Article X1 of the Headquarters Agree-
ment.

5. The Minister responsible for Defence may make such
regulationsas are necessary for giving effect to this Act.
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36. This Act shall comeinto operation on adateto befixed by ~ Commencement.
proclamation.

SCHEDULE
(section 2)
PART |
TREATY ESTABLISHING THE REGIONAL SECURITY SYSTEM
PREAMBLE

The Governments of the Contracting States

CONVINCED that the stability and well-being of the Caribbeanregion can best be
promoted by mutua co-operation;

WISHING to maximize their strength in the interest o the defence of their States
and to achieve socid and economic devdopment for their people;

SEEKING to preserve the common heritage of their people, founded on the
principles of democracy, liberty of the individua and the rule of law;

Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE1
Establishment of System

By thisTreaty the Contracting Parties establishthe Regiona Security System, in this
Treaty referredto as the"System" or "RSS', having the members, powersand functions
hereinafter set forth.

ARTICLE?2
Membership

1. Membership of the System is open to thefollowing Sates

Antigua and Barbuda

Barbados

The Commonwedth of Dominica
Grenada

Saint Christopher and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and The Grenadines.
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2. TheStatesliged in paragragph 1 of thisArticlethe Governmentsof which signand
ratify this Treaty in accordancevith Article 25 shdl bethe membersaf the System, and
such Statesare referred to in this Treaty as the "Member States'.

ARTICLE 3

Definitions

For the purposes of this Treety

(a) "Forces Commanders' means

(i)
(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vi)

the Commander of the Antiguaand Barbuda Defence Force;

the Commissioner of Police of the Royd Police Force of
Antigua and Barbuda;

the Chief of Saff of the Barbados Defence Force;

the Commissoner of Police of the Roya Barbados Police
Force;

the Commissioner of Police of the Commonwealth of
Dominica Police Force;

the Commissioner o Police of the Royd Grenada Police
Force;

the Commissioner o Police of the Roya Saint Christopher
and Nevis Police Force;

(viii) the Commissioner of Policesf the Royd Saint LuciaPolice

(ix)

Force; and

the Commissioner of Policeof the Royd Saint Vincent and
The Grenadines Police Force;

(b) "service personne” means personnel belonging to or connected with

®

(i)

the Antigua and Barbuda Defence Force or the Roya Police
Force of Antigua and barbuda;

the Barbados Defence Force or the Roya Barbados Police
Force;
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(iii) the Commonwedth of Dominica Police Force;
(iv) the Royd GrenadaPolice Force;
(v) theRoyd Saint Christopher and Nevis Police Force;
(vi) the Royd Saint Lucia Police Force;
(vii) theRoyd Saint Vincent and The Grenadines Police Force.
ARTICLE 4
Purposesand Functions of the System

1. The purposes and functionsaf the System are to promoteco-operationamong the
Member States in the prevention and interdiction of trafficin illega narcotic drugs, in
national emergencies, search and rescue, immigration control, fisheries protection,
customs and excise control, maritime policing duties, natural and other disasters,
pollution control, combating threats to national security, the preventionof smuggling,
and in the protection of off-shoreingtalationsand exclusive economic zones.

2. In order to achieve the purposesaf this Treety, the Member States

(a) separaey and jointly shall, by meansof self-helpand mutual aid, maintain
and develop their individual and collective capacity to assist one another;
and

(b) agreethat servicepersonnd of one Member Statetaking part in operations
in another Member State or in the territorial sea or exclusive economic
zoneof that other Member State shall have dl the rights, powers, duties,
privileges and immunities conferred on service personnd of the second
mentioned Member State by the laws of thet State.

3. Theinterestsof one Member State are theinterestsdf the others; and accordingly
theMember Statesshall havetheright of "hot-pursuit” within each other'sterritorial sea
and exclusive economic zone.

4. TheMember Statesshd | consult together whenever, in theopinionof any of them,
the democratic inditutions, territorid integrity, politica independence or security of
any of them is threatened.

5. The Member Statesagreethat an armed attack againstoned them by athird Stae
or from any other sourceis an armed attack againg tham ail, and consequently agree
that In the event of such an attack, each of them, in theexercisedf theinherent right of
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individua or collective sdf-defence recognized by Article 51 of the Charter of the
United Nations, will determine the messuresto be taken to assist the State so attacked
by takingforthwith, individudly or collectively, any necessary action, including tha use
of armed force, to restore and maintain the peace and security of the Member State.

6. Any such armed attack and dl measurestaken asaresult thereof shall immediately
be reported to the Security Council of the United Nations. Such measures shdl be
terminated when the Security Council has taken the messures necessary to secureand
maintain peece in the Member State.

ARTICLE 5
Status of Treaty

1. This Treaty does not affect and shall not be construed as affecting the rights and
obligations under the Charter of the united Nations of the Member States or the
respongbility of the United Nations for the maintenance of international peece and
security.

2. Each Member State declaresthat none of the international engagements now in
force between it and any other Member State or any third State isin conflict with the
provisonsaf this Treaty, and undertakes not to enter into any international engagement
in conflictwith this Treaty whilethis Treaty remainsinforcein respect of that Member
State.

ARTICLEG

Council of Minigters

1. A Council of Minigers, in this Tregty referred to as the "Council™, is hereby
established.

2. The Council comprises the Ministersresponsblefor Defenceand Security of the
Member Statesor such other Ministers and Plenipotentiaries as may be designated by
the Heads of Governmentsdf the Member States.

3. TheCouncil shdl be responsiblefor and shal have generd direction and control
o the Sysem.

4. The Council is the supreme policy meking body of the System.

5. The Council shall set up such subsidiary bodies as may be necessary toensurethe
achievement of the purposes of this Treety.
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6. Subject to this Treaty, the Council is responsiblefor the financia arrangements
necessary for meeting the expenses of the System and is thefinal authority in matters
relaing to the financial affairs of the System.

7. The Council shall be the final authority for the conclusion of tresties or other
international agreements on behdf of the System and for entering into relationships
between the System and third States or internationd organisations.

8. TheCouncil shall meet at |east oncea year and may determineitsown procedure.

9. The chairmanshipof the Council shall be rotated annualy among the members
of the Council in aphabetical order of the Member States.

10. The decisons o the Council shal be by a mgority of two-thirds of the
membership of the Council.

ARTICLE7
Secretariat
1. A secretarid, in this Treaty referred to as the "Council Liaison Office” or "CLO",
is hereby egtablished and shdl be responsible for the generd administration of the
System.

2. The Centrd Liaison office comprises a Regiona Security Co-ordinator, in this
Treaty referred to as the" Co-ordinator” ,and such other g&ff as the System may require.

3. The Co-ordinator shdl be gppointed by the Council and is the Chief Executive
Ofticer with subject to Article 6, respongibility for the generd administrative direction
o the System.

4. More particularly, the duties of the Co-ordinator are:

(a) toarange and sarvice meetings of the System;

(b) 1o take appropriate action in respect of any decision taken, or directive
given, at any such mesting;

(c)  toco-ordinatethe operations o the System;
(d) 1o advisethe Council in métters relating to regional security; and

(e) tomake annualy, or at such other intervalsas thecouncil requires, reports
on the operational and administrative activitiesof the System.
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5. TheCoordinator may, in hisdiscretion, appoint al staff of the System except the
Staff Officers who shdll be gppointed by the Co-ordinator after consultation with the
Forces Commanders.

6. Thesdariesand dlowancesaof thestaf of the CLO shall befixed fromtimetotime
by the Council.

7. The Co-ordinator shall submit any information or prepare any document
requested by the Council and submit and prepare any other information relating to the
functionsaf the System about which the Coordinator consders the council ought to
be informed.

ARTICLES
The Budget
1 There shall be a budget of the System.

2. The revenue of the budget shdl be derived from the contributions of Member
Statesin such proportionsas may be determined by the Council from timeto time and
from such other sourcesas may be available to the Council.

3. The budget shal not be used for operationa purposesin a Member State; but
where one Member State requests assstance from one or more of the other Member
States, in ths Treaty referred to as the "requesting State”" and the "sending State'
respectively, materid and equipment held by the System may be used for the purposes
of the operation, and any materia and equipment so used shdl be replaced by the
requesting state.

4. The Co-ordinator shall prepare and submit, for the gpprova of the Council,
esimateson atriennid basis, but wherecircumstanceschangeduring any trienniumfor
which estimates were submitted, the Co-ordinator shd| prepare and submit supplemen-
tary esimates.

5. The Coordinator shal submit annual financia statements to the Coundail.

2 The SarviceAuthoritiesof one Member State have, within another Member State
or on boardany vessd or aircraft of thet other State, theright toexercisedl such criminal
and disciplinary jurisdiction over the service personnel of the first-mentionedMember
State, as are conferred on the Service Authoritiesof thet State by thelawsof that State,
including the right to repatriateto their own statefor tria and sentencing.

3 The Quts of one Member State have jurisdiction over sarvice personnel of
anather Member State with respect to offences that are committed by the service
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personnd of that other Member State within the firg-mentioned Member State and
punishable by the law of the firg-mentioned member State.

4. Where the Courts of one Member State and the Service Authorities of ancther
member State have the right to exercisejurisdiction in respect of an offence, theService

Authorities of that other Member State have the primary right to exercisejurisdiction
if

(a) theoffenceiscommitted by amember of theservice personnel of that other
member State againgt the property or security of that other Member State

or againg the property or person of another member of the service
personnd, or

(b) the offence arise out of an act or ommission occurring in the course of

official duty by a member of the service personnd of that other Member
State.

5. In any caseother than those mentionedin paragraphs(2), (3) and (4), the Member
State within which the offence is committed has the primary right to exercise
jurisdiction; but where the State with the primary right decides not to exercise
jurisdiction, it shall notify the gppropriate authorities of the other State as soon as
practicable.

ARTICLE9
Planning and Operations

1. There is hereby established a joint co-ordinating and planning committee
comprising the Forces Commanders.

2. The Co-ordinaor shall be the chairman of the Joint Co-ordinating and Planning
Committee.

3. Combined operationsshdl be co-ordinated through the operations room & the
Head-quartersof the Barbados Defence Force or such other suitable place as may be
determined by the Co-ordinator.

ARTICLE 10
Command and Discipline

1. For the purposes of this Treaty

(a) therequestingstate shall have operationa control over al service person-
nel participating in operationsin that State;
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(b) thesenior officer of asending state shall exercise tactical command over
his service personnd; and

(c) the officer commanding service personnel of a sending State shall be
responsiblefor the conduct and disciplineof subordinateservice personnel
of that State.

2. Service personnel of Member States seconded for duty at the CLO or mohilised
for operationsor training under joint RSS command shall be subject to the authority of
service personnel of superior rank without regard to the Member State of origin.

ARTICLE11
Jurisdiction
1. When servicepersonnel of oneMember Statearewithin thejurisdictionof another

Member State, they shall respect thelaws, customsand traditionsof that other Member
Siate.

ARTICLE 12
Claims
Except as otherwise agreed, the requesting Sate shall
(a) notingtitute any legal proceedingsagaingt a sending Stete or its service
personnd or other legd entities acting on its behalf;
(b) ded with lega proceedings and claims brought by third partiesagaingt a
sending State or againgt service personnel or other legd entitiesacting on

its behdf;

(c) preserve, save and keep free service personne of the sending State or
personsor other legd entities acting on its behalf;

(d) compensatea sending Sate or its service personnel or other legal entities
acting on its behalf,

in repect of death or injury to such service personnel, damageto or 1oss of equipment
or property, or damageto theenvironmentarising withinitsterritory or other areaunder
its jurisdiction or control in the course of providing assistance.
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ARTICLE 13
Training

Service personnel of the Member Statesshd | undergotrainingin any of theMember
Sates as agreed by the Forces Commanders.

ARTICLE 14
Coast Guard

1 Coadt guard vessalsof Member States shdll, during operations on behdf of the
Systemor trainingexercisesarranged by the System, fly theRSSflag in additionto their
nationd flags; and during such operationsor training exercises, personnd of thevessds
complement shal wear RSS badges of rank or other designation gppropriate to their
gppointmentsas set out in the Annex to this Tresty.

2. A coast guard vessdl referred to in paragraph (1) shdl, during such operations or
trainingexercises, bedeemed to beavessd of theMember Statein whoseterritorial sea
or exclusive economic zone the operations or training exercises are taking place.

ARTICLE15
Ranks and Badgesof Rank

Sarvice personne of Member States seconded for duty to the CLO or mobilised for
operdionsor training under joint RSS commeand shall wear gpproved RSS badges of
rank or other designation oppropriate to their gppointmentsas set out in the Annex to
this Trety.

ARTICLE 16
Procurement
A ns, anmunition, uniforms, equipmentand stores may be procured by the System

under a joint procurement programme and shal be transferable among the Member
States.

ARTICLE17
Trangt of personnel and Equipment

Member States shdll takeall measures necessary tofacilitatet he transit through their
territories of duly notified service personnel, equipment and material sequired for use
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(a) in providing assstanceto aquesting State; or
(b) intraining exercises or operations under joint RSS command.
ARTICLE 18
Operational Expenses
For the purposesdf this Treaty, the requesting State shall pay theexpensesincurred
in accommodating and victudling the service personnd of a sending State and the
medica expenses of any service personnd of a sending State who need medicd
attention in the requesting State.
ARTICLE 19

Limited Assistance

Without affecting any rights or obligations under this treaty a Member State may
request assistancefrom one or more of the other Member States.

ARTICLE20
Relations with States and other International Organisations
1. The System shdll seek to establish relations with States and with other interna
tiond organisationswhich are in a position to further the purposesof this Treaty; and
to that end the Council may conclude agreementsor enter upon working relationships
with such States or organisations.
2. The Sysem may at any of its deliberationsgrant observer atus to any Stete or
other internationa organisation.
ARTICLEZL

Status, Privilegesand Immunitiesof the System

1. The System shall be an international organisationand shdl have and enjoy legdl
persondity.

2. The Sysem shdl have, in the territory of each Member State,

(a) thelega capacity required for the performance of its functions under this
Treaty; ad
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(b) the power to acquire, hold and dispose of property, whether red or
persond, movable or immovable.

3. TheSystemshdll, intheexercisedf itslegd persondity, be represented by the Co-
ordinator.

4. The privilegesand immunities to be granted to senior officids o the System a
itsHeadquartersand in theMember Statesshall be thesameas areaccorded to members
of adiplomatic misson accredited to the Government of the Member State in which
the Headquartersof the Systemislocated and in the Member States under the provisions
o theVienna Convention on Diplomatic Relationsaof 18th April, 1961.

5. For the purposesdf paragrgph 4 of this Article, the senior officiasof the System
shdl be the Co-ordinator, and those officidsof the System designated as such by the
Co-ordinator and gpproved by the Government of the Member State in which the
Headquarters of the System is located.

ARTICLE 22
Taxation

1. Within the scope of its officia activities, the System, its assets and property, its
income, operations and transactionswithin the contemplation of this Treaty, shdl be
exempt from al direct taxation; and goods imported for officia use shdl be exempt
from al customs duties and other imposts.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, the System shdl not claim exemption from taxes
which are no more than charges for public utility services.

3. Where purchasedf goodsor services of substantial value necessary for theofficiad
activitiesof the System are made by the System or on its behdf, and the price of such
goods and services includes taxes or duties, gppropriate measures shall, to the extent
practicable, be taken by Member States to grant exemption from such taxes or duties
or to provide for their reimbursement. Goods imported or purchased under an
exemption providedfor in this Article shdl not be sold or otherwisedisposed of in the
territory of the Member State granting the exemption except under conditions agreed
with that Member State.

4. No tax shall be levied by Member States on or in respect of sdlaries and other
emolumentsor any other form of payment made by the System to the Co-ordinatorand
executiveddf of the Systemas well as experts performing missonsfor the Systemand
who are not nationds of any Member State.
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ARTICLE23
I nterpretation of Treaty
In the dbsenced a contrary agreement, dl disputesrelating to the interpretationor
application of this Treaty shall be settled by the Council in accordance with its voting
procedures.
ARTICLE24
Headquarters of System
Thelocation of the headquarters of the System shdl be determined by the Council.
ARTICLE25

Signature and Ratification

1. This Treaty and any Protocal thereto, which forms an integral part of the Tresety,
shall beopenfor signatureto all Statesspecifiedin paagraph 1 of Article2 of thistresty.

2. This Treaty is subject to ratification by the sgnatoriesin accordance with their
respective congtitutional processes.

3. The origina text of this Treety shdl be deposited with the Government of
Barbados, which shall transmit certified copies thereof to al the sgnatories.

4. Instruments of ratification or accesson shall be deposited with the Government
of Barbados, which shdl natify al sgnatories of each such deposit

ARTICLE 26
Accession
The parties to this Treaty may, by unanimous agreement, invite any other State in
a position to further the principles o this Treaty, and to contribute to the peace and
security of the Eagtern Caribbean, to accedeto this Treaty, or may accept arequestfrom
any such State for accesson to this Treety.
ARTICLE 27

Entry into Force

This Treaty.- shall enter into force immediately upon receipt by the-Government of
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Barbados of the second instrumentd retification from the States specifiedin paragraph
1of Article2 of this Treety.

ifi ARTICLE 28
Termination
1. This Tredty isdf unlimited duration.

2. This Treaty shdl remain in force in respect of a Member State until terminated
in respectof that State on aday specified by naticein writing transmitted to each of the
other Member States by the Government of Barbadosat least three months before the
day goec e in the notice.

3. If this Treaty is terminated either in relaion to dl or any of the Member States,
provisions rdating to the crimind jurisdiction of any Member State, the trestment of
clamshby any Member Stateor the Financid obligations of any Member State, remain
in force until al outstanding métters are resolved.

ARTICLE29

Amendments

1. A Member State may make written proposalsfor the amendment of this Treaty
and any Protocals thereto.

2. Amendments shdl be effected by unanimous decison of the Council.

3. Thetext of any amendment shall be promptly commumicated by the Co-ordinator
to the Governmentdf barbados, which shdl transmitee el copiesthereof to dl the
signatoriesto this Tregty and shdl also inform them of the date of entry into force of
any such amendment.

ARTICLE 30
Registration

ThisTreaty and dl itsProtocolsshall be registered by the Government of Barbados
with the Secretariat of the United Nationspursuantto Article102 of the Charter ¢ the
United Nations and shall aso be registered with the Secretariat of the Caribbean
Community.
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ARTICLE31
Transtional Arrangements

Until such time as the Co-ordinator is gppointed, the powers and functionsof that
office shdl be exercised by the Chief of Staff, Barbados Defence Force.

ARTICLE 32
Memorandum of Understanding

TheMemorandumaf Understandingdone at Paragon on the 25th day of November,
1992 shdll ceese to have effect upon the commencementof this Treaty and thereupon
dl rights, privileges, immunities, duties, obligations and liabilities crested by and
exiging under, and every undertaking given pursuant to, the ssid Memorandum of
Undergandmgshall be transferred to the System and shdl be honoured by the Member
States and the System asiif thoserights, privileges, immunities, duties, obligationsand
liabilities were created by, and the undertakingswere given pursuantto, this Treaty and
dl Member States shd| be deemed to have complied with paragraph 1 of Article 21 of
the said Memorandum of Understanding with regard to the giving of natice

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Unders gned Pleni potentiaries, being duly authorised
thereto by their respective Governments, have signed the present Tresty.

DONE AT this day of One
thousand nine hundred and ninety-seven.

For the Government of:
Antigua and Barbuda
Signed on behdf of the Government

..................................................................... Dat€..cve v
For the Government of ;

Barbados

Signed on behdf of the Government

..................................................................... Date....veivieveiiricrccriirie e e

For the Government of:
The Commonwedth o Dominica
Signed on behdf of the Government
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For the Government of:
Grenada
Signed on behalf of the Government

For the Government Of:
Saint Christopher and Nevis
Signed on behalf of the Government

For the Government of:
Saint Lucia
Signed on behalf of the Government

For the Govemment of:
Sant Vincent and The Grenadines
Signed on behalf of the Government

RSS Appointment

Co-ordinator

Senior Saff Officer

(Suaff Officer/
(Commanding O ficer of a Coast
(Guard of a Member Sate

Assgant Saff Gficer I
Gommandi ng Gficer of a
Patrol Bat of a Mamba Sate
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RSS Appointment Badge of Rank or Designation
Assgant Saff Officer I/

Deputy or Assistant Commanding Officer
of a Patrol Boat of a Member State

Boatswain/Training
Team Sergeant Mgjor

Boatswain's Mate/Instructor

Assstant Instructor

PART II

Agreement between the regional Security System and the Government of Barbados
regarding the Headquartersof the Regional Security System.

THE GOVERNMENT OF BARBADOS AND THE REGIONAL SECURITY
SYSTEM IN PURSUANCE OF Article 24 of the Treaety Establishing the Regiona
Security System the Council of Ministers having agreed thet the Headquartersof the
System shali be located in Barbados;

Desiring to conclude an agreement regarding the principa office of the Regiona
Security System in Barbadosand the privileges, immunities and facilitiesto be granted
to it by the Government of Barbados and other related matters.

HAVE AGREED as follows:

ARTICLE |
DEFINITIONS

Unless otherwise specificdly provided herein or the context requires, thefollowing
words shdl have the folowing meanings

(a) "Archivesof the System" means the records, correspondence, documents,
manuscripts, still and moving pictures and films and sound recordings,
belonging to, or held by the System;
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(b)

(c)

(d)

{e)

(g)

(h)

(i)

)

(k)

]

(m)
(n)

AND
BARBUDA

"Council" means the Council of Minigers;

"Coordinator” means the Regiona Security Coordinator and, during his
absence or incapacity, the officer authorised to act as Regiona Security
Coordinator;

"Government”" means the Government of Barbados:

"Headquarters premises’ meansthe premises occupied by the Secretariat
known as the Central Liaison Officer or CLO, dtuate & the Barbados
Defence Force Baseat Paragonin the parish of Christ Church in Barbados,

"Laws of Barbados" means the Condtitution of Barbados, its acts of
Parliament, common law inforcein Barbados, judicia decisions, setutory
ingruments, and any other enactments having the force o law in Barba
dos:

"' Menber" meansaStateor Territory which has become a member of the
Sygem in pursuance of the relevant provisonsof the Treaty Establishing
the Regiond Security System;

"member of thefamily" means the gpouseand children of a person ertitled
to benefits under this Agreemen;

"Member of the household staff" means persons other than nationds of
Barbados, employed on the domegtic gaff of a person entitled to benefits
under this Agreement;

"Officers and g&ff of the Sysem" naers the Coordinator, Staff Officers,
and dl other persons duly gopointed and designated by the Coordinator as
officersor membersdf the staff of the System;

"property" means all forms of property, incuding military equipment,
assets, f unds, income and rights belonging to or usad for t he purposes of
the System;

"Representatives of Members" means al individuals included in the
delegationsof Membersand duly accredited to t he System;

"System’ means the Regi onal Security System established by the Tresty:;

"Treaty” means the Treaty Establishing the Regional Security System at
St George's on the 5th day d March, 1996.
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ARTICLEIX
THE HEADQUARTERS SEAT

1. The Headquarters Seet of the System shall be in the premises occupied by the
Centrd Liaison Office.

2. The System, except as may be agreed otherwise between the Government and the
System, shdl be responsible for:

(a) thecostof reparsto the Heedquarters Seet, whether of arecurring or non-
recurring nature, including but not limited to the repair of damage resulting
from force majeure, Sructurd defects or deterioration; the replacement,
within a reasonable period, of the oftices, or any part thereof, which may
be totdly or partidly destroyed, and expansion or remodelling as may be
agreed upon; and

(b) theindallation, maintenance, repair and replacement, if necessary, of the
necessary facilities and fixtures, including, but not limited to,
arconditioning, elevators, dectricity, gas, telephone, water, sewerage or
drainege, fire prevention and postd system; the cost of providing neces-
sary daff amenities, including acanteen, Sick rooms and recregtion r 0ons;
andthecost of furniture, furnishingsand carpeting as agreed upon between
the System and the Governmert.

3. The Headquarters Seat shdl be inviolable, and shdl be under the control and
authority of the System. No officer or officid of the Government, or other person
exercisng any public authority within Barbados shdll enter the Headquarters Seet to
perform any duties therein without the consent of, and under conditions gpproved by,
the System, nor shall the service of legal process, including the search for or seizure of
private property, take place within the Headquarters Seat without the express consent
of, and under conditions approved by, the Coordinator.

4. The System and the Government shdl agree on the circumstances and manner in
which theappropriateauthoritiesof Barbados may enter the Heedquarters Seat without
the prior consent of the Systemin connection with fire prevention, sanitary regulations
Or emergencies.

5. Except as otherwiseprovided in this Agreement, thecourts or other appropriate
organsof the Government shall have jurisdiction, as provided in applicablelaws, over
acts done and transactions taking place in t he Headquarters Seat When dealing with
cases arising out of or relating to ats done @ transactions taking place in the
Headquarters Segt, thecaurts or other appr opri a e organsof t he Government shall take
into account t he regulationsmade by the System under paragraph 7.
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6. The System shdl have the power to make regulations, operative within the
Headquarters Seet, for the purpose of establishing therein conditionsin al respects
necessary for the full and independent exercise d its functions. The Government shall
not, except at the request of or with the consent of theSystem, enforceor gpply within
the Headquarters Seat any law of Barbados providing for any meatter with respect to
which the System is authorised by this section to make regulaions and with respect to
which regulaionsso meade by the System areinforce. Any disputebetween the System
and the Govenunent as to whether alaw of Barbados providesfor any matter covered
by any regulation of the System authorised by this paragraph, shal be promptly settled
by the procedure set out in paragraph 3 of Article XV. Pending such settlement, the
regulation of the System shdl gpply and the Government shall not apply such part of
thelaw of Barbadosasthe System claimsprovidesfor ametter covered by theregulation
o the System.

7. TheSysemshall from timeto timeinform the Government, as may be appropriate
of regulations made by it in accordance with paragraph 6 above.

8. This section shdl not prevent the reasonable application of fire protection or
sanitary regulaions o the gppropriate authorities of Barbados.

9. Subject to provisonsaf Article VII of this Agreement, the System shall prevent
the Headquarters Seat from becoming a refuge for fugitives from judtice, persons
subject to extradition, or persons avoiding service of lega process or a judicid
proceeding.

10. The Sysem may expd or exclude persons from the Headquarters Seat for
violaion of its regulations or for other causes.

ARTICLEII
PUBLIC SERVICES IN THE HEADQUARTERS SEAT

1 The Government shall, upon the request of the System, ensure that the System
shdl be provided, ontem not lessfavourable than those accorded to the Government,
with necessary utilities and public services, including, but not limited to electricity,
water, sawerage, gas, pog, telephone, telegraph, locd transportation, drainage, collec-
tion of refuge and fire protection. In case od any interruption or thregtened interruption
of any of thesaid services the Governrnent shall take stepsto ensure that the authorities
responsble for such services congder the needsof the System of equal importance to
those of essential agenciesdf the Government and that the work of the System is not
prejudiced.

2. With theconsent of the System, which consent shal nat be unreasonably withheld,
duly authorised representatives of public utilities may inspect, repair, maintain,
reconstruct,and relocate utilities, conduits, mains and sewers within HeadquartersSeeat
and its facilities,
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ARTICLE IV
COMMUNICATIONS

1. All communications to and from the System, its @uncil of Minigters, other
representetives of members, Coordinator, Staff Officers and gaff or consultants and
experts performing missonsfor the System, by whatever meansor in whatever form
trangmitted, shal be immune from censorship and any other form of interception or
interference with their privecy.

2. The Sygem shadl have the right to use codes and to dispatch and receive
communications and without limitation by reason of this enumeration, correspon-
dence, publications, documents, still and moving pictures, fil ra and sound recordings,
either by courier or in seeled bags which shal have immunitiesand privileges not less
favourable then those accorded to diplomatic couriers and bags.

3. The System shdl enjoy in Barbadosfor its officia communicationstrestment no
less favourable than that accorded by the Government to any other government,
including the diplomatic misson in Barbadosaf any such government, in the master of
priorities, rates and surcharges on mail, cables, telegrams, radiograms, telephotos,
telephone and other communications, and press rates for information to the press and
radio.

4. The System shall be authorised to operateat the Headquarter sSeat point-to-point
telecommunicationcircuitswith military and police forces and other bodies as may be
required. The System shdll al so beauthorised to operateat the HeadquartersSeet point-
to-point telecommunication circuits with other internationa organisations within or
outside Barbados.

5. The System shall also be authorised to establishand operateat the Headquarters
Seat:

(a) its own short-wave sending and receiving radio broadcasting facilities,
including emergency link equipment, which may be used on the same
fregquencies, within the tolerances prescribed for the broadcasting service
by applicable laws of Barbados for radio-telegraph, radio-telephone and
smilar services, and

(b) such other redio facilities as may be specified by supplementary agree-
ment.

6. The System shall make arrangementsfor the operation of the servicesreferred to
in paragraphs4 and 5 with the International Telecommunications Union, the gppropri-
ate agencies of the Government and the appropriate agencies of other affected
Governments with regard to all frequencies and Smilar matters.
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7. Thefacilities provided for in paragrgphs 4 and 5 may, to the extent necessary for
efficient operation, be established and operated outside the Headquarters Seat with the
consent of the Government. The latter shdl, a the request of the System, make
arrangements on such terms and in such manner as may be agreed upon for the
acquisitionor useby theSystemof appropriatepremisesfor such purposes,andfor their
inclusion in the Heedquarters Seat. Any facilitiesestablished by the System outside the
Headquarters Seet in pursuance of this section shal enjoy the same inviolability and
protection as those accorded to the Headquarters Scat under Article II of this
Agreement.

ARTICLEV
PROPERTY OF THE SYSTEM AND TAXATION

1. Theproperty and assetsof the System, wherever located and by whomsoever held,
shdl be immunefrom search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation and any form of
interference, taking or foreclosure, whether by executive, adminigrativeor legidative
action.

2. The archives of the System shall be inviolable, wherever located.

3. The System, its assets, property, income, and its operationsand transactionsshdll
be exempt from:

(a) al formsof taxation and any obligation for the payment, withholding or
collection of any tax or duty. Such exemption shall extend to any
specificaly identifigble taxes payable by the owner or lessor of any
property rented by the System which are made payable by the System in
therental or lease contract between the System and the owner or lessor of
the property. The System will not claim exemption from taxes or charges
which are no more than paymentsfor public utility services,

(b) 4l customsduties and other levieson any goods  articles including motor
vehicles, spare parts, military equipment and supplies and publications,
imported or exported by the System for itsofficial use, and any obligation
for the payment, withholding or collection of any such customsdutiesand
other levies. The System and the Government shdl agreeon the conditions
under which goods, articles, including motor vehicles, spare parts and
publications imported under such exemption may be sold in Barbados.

(c) al prohibitionsand restrictions on imports and exports in respect of any
goods, articles, including motor vehicles, spare parts, military equipment
and suppliesand publications intended for the officia use of the System.
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4, In 0 far as the Government, for important administrativecons derations, may be
unableto grant to the System exemption fromindirect taxes which constitute part of the
cost of goods purchased by or services rendered to the System, including rentals, the
Government shdl reimburse the System for such taxes by the payment, from time to
time, of lump sumsto be agreed upon by the System and the Government. Itis, however,
understood thet the System will not claim reimbursement with respect to minor
purchases. With respect to such taxes, the Sysem shall at dl timesenjoy at least thesame
exemptions and facilities as are granted to the Government itsdf or to heads of
diplomatic missons accredited to Barbados, whichever are the nare favourable.

ARTICLE VI
SOCIAL SECURITY AND PENSION FUND

1. Any Steff Penson Fund established by the System shdl have legd capacity in
Barbadosand shd| enjoy the sameexemptions, privilegesand immunities as the System
itself.

2.The System shdl be exempt from dl compulsory contributionsto, and officials
o the Sysem shdl nat be required by the Government to participatein, any sociad
security scheme of Barbados.

3. If the System s0 requedts, however, the Government shall make such provisions
as may be necessary to enable any officid of the System who is not afforded social
security coverage by the System to participate in any social security scheme of
Barbados. The Systemshall, in sofar aspossible, arrange, under conditionsto be agreed
upon, for the paticipation in the Barbados socid security sysem of those locdly
recruited members o the staff who do not participate in the Staff Pension Fund
edablished by it or to whom the System does not grant socid security protection.

ARTICLEVII
ACCESS AND RESIDENCE
1. The Government shall take measures to facilitate the entry into, residence and
freedom of movement in, and departure from Barbados of the persons listed below,
irrespectiveaf nationdity; it shal ensurethat no impediment isplaced in theway of their
trangit to and from the Headquaarter sSeat and shdll afford them any necessary protection

in trangt:

(a) Membersof the Council of Ministers and other representativesof Mem-
bers,

(b) The Coordinator;
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() Sa&ff Officials;
(d) Officers and dtaff of the System;
(e) Consultants and experts performing missonsfor the System; and

(H  other personsinvited by the System to the Headquarters Seet on official
business.

2. The Government shall issue to its embassies, legations and consulates general
ingructions to grant visas to the persons referred to in paragraph 1 without delay,
waiting period, or payment or any charge, and without requiring their persona
presence.

3. No laws of Barbados restricting the entry into Barbados of persons other then
citizensof Barbadosor regulating the conditionsof their say shdl gpply to the persons
providedfor in this Articleexcept thosere ating to hedlth and the security of Barbados.

4. No activity performed by any person referred to in paragraph 1 in his official
capacity with respect to the System shall condtituteareason for preventinghisentry into
or his departurefrom, or for requiring him to leave Barbados.

5. No personreferredto in paragraph 1 shall berequired by the Government to leave
Barbados save in the event of an abuse of the right of residence, in which case the
following procedure shdl apply:

(a) o proceeding shal be ingtituted to require any such person to leave
Barbados, except with the prior approvd of the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Barbados;

(b) inthecaseof aMember of the Council, such approva shall be givenonly
after consultation with the government of the member concerned,

(c) inthecasedf any other person mentioned in paragraph 1 such approva
shdl be given only after consultation with the Coordinator, and if
expulsion proceedings are taken againgt any such peson, the Coordinator
shall have theright to appear or to be represented in such proceedingson
behdf of the person againgt whom such proceedings are ingtituted; and

(d) persons who are entitled to diplomatic privileges and immunities under
Article VIII shdl not be required to leave Barbados otherwise than in
accordance with the customary procedure gpplicable to members, having
comparablerank, of the staff of heads of diplomatic missions accredited
to Barbados.
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6. This Articleshdl not prevent the requirement of reasonableevidenceto establish
that personsclaiming therights granted by this Article come within theclassesdescribed
in paragraph 1, or the reasonable gpplication of quarantine and hedlth regulations.

7. The provisonsof paragraph 1 of this Article shdl be applicableirrespective of
the relations existing between the Government of Barbadosand the governmentsof the
Staesand Territoriesof which the personsreferred to in that sectionarenationasor to
which they beong.

ARTICLE VIII

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL AND
OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS, COORDINATOR, STAFF
OFFICERS AND OTHERS

1. Membersdf the Council, other epresentativesof members, and the Coordinator
shdl have the right in connection with their officia duties with the System, to:

(a) immunity from persond arest or detention and from seizure of their
persond and officaid baggage;

(b)  immunity from legal processdf every kind in respect of words spoken or
written and dl acts done by them in their officid capacity; and

(c) inrespect of other matters not covered in (a) and (b) above, such other
immunities, exemptions, privileges and facilities as are enjoyed by
members of diplomatic missions of comparable rank, subject to corre-
sponding conditions and obligaitons.

2. The Coordinator, Steff Officers, other officersand gaff of the System, including
for the purposes of this Article consultants and experts performing missions for the
System, shdl have the right to the following privileges and immunities:

(a) immunity from legal process of any kind in respect for words spoken or
wiritten and of acts performed by them in their offical capacity, such
immunity to continue notwithstanding thet the persons concerned may
have ceased to be officersor gaff members of the System;

(b) immunity from seizure of their personal and official baggage;

(c)  immunity frominspection of officia baggage, and if the person concerned
comes within the scope of paragrgph 3 immunity from inspection of

personal baggage;
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subject to the right of the Governemnt to tax its nationalsand permanent
resdents joining the daff of the System, exemption from taxation in
respect of thesdaries, emoluments,indemnitiesand pensionspaid to them
by the System for services past or present or in connection with their
sarvice with the System;

subject to the right of the Government to tax its nationals and
permanent residents joining the staff of the System exemption from
any form of taxation on income derived by them from sourcesoutside
Barbados;

exemption with respect to themselves, members of their families, and
membersof their household staff, from immigration restrictionsand aien
registration;

exemption from nationa service obligations;

freedom to acquire or maintain within Barbados or elsewhere foreign
securities, foreign currency accounts, and other movable, and under the
same conditions applicable to nationals of Barbados, immovable
property; and at the termination of their System employment, the right
to takeout of Barbadosthrough authorised channel swithout prohibition,
or restriction, their funds in the same currency and up to the same
amounts as they had brought into Barbados;

thesameprotectionand repatriationfacilities with respect to themselves,
their spouses, their dependent relatives and other members of their
households as are accorded in time of international crisis to members,
having comparablerarik, of the staffs of heads of diplomatic missions
accredited to Barbados; and

the right to import for persona use, free of duty and other levies,
prohibitions and restrictions on imports:

(i) their furniture and effects, including one automobile, in one or
more separate shipments, and thereafter to import necessary
additions to the same;

(ii) one automobile every three years; and
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(iii) seasonablequantitiesof foodstuffsand other articlesfor persona
use or consumption and not for gift or sale; the System may
establish acommissary for the saleof such articlesto itsofficias
and members of delegations. A supplementa agreement shall be
concluded between the System and the Government to regulate
the exercise of theserights.

3. In addition to the privileges and immunities specified in paragraph 2

(a) the Coordinator shall be accorded the privileges and immunities,
exemptions and facilities accorded to Ambassadors who are heads of
missions, including immunity from personal arrest or detention;

(b) asenior officerof theSystem when acting on bendlf of the Coordinator during
hisdasencefrom duty, shdl be accorded thesame privilegesand immunities,
exemptionsand facilitiesas are accorded to the Coordinator; and

(c) Saff Officers and such additiona categories of officials as may be
designated, in agreement with the Governments by the Coordinator on
the ground of the responsibilitiesof their positionsin the System. shall
be accerded the same privileges and immunities, exemptions and
facilities as the Government accords to members. having comparable
rank. of the staffs of heads of diplomatic missions accredited to
Barbados.

4. TheSystemshall trom timeto time communicateto the Government the names
of officers and gtaff to whom the provisionsof this Article apply.

5. All personsentitled to the privilegesand immunitiesspecifiedin this Agreement
shdl be provided by the Government with a specia identity card which shall serve
to identify the holder in relation to the authoritiesof Barbadosand to certify that the
holder is entitled to the privilegesand immunities specified in this Agreement.

ARTICLEIX

WAIVER OF IMMUNITIES AND PREVENTION OF ABUSE

1. Theprivileges,immunities,exemptionsandfacilitiesaccordedin thisAgreement
are granted in the interest of the System and not for the personal benefit of the
individual sthemselves. The System may waivetheimmunity accorded to any person
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if; in its opinion, such immunity would impede the courseof justice and the waiver
would not prejudice the purposesfor which the immunities are accorded.

2. The Systemshall takeevery measureto ensurethat the privileges, immunities,
exemptions and facilities conferred by this Agreement are not abused and for this
purpose shall establish such rules and regulations as it may deem necessary and
expedient. There shall be consultation between the Government and the System
should the Government consider that an abuse has occurred.

ARTICLE X

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. The System shall make provisionfor appropriate methods of settlement of:

(a) disputesarisingout of contracts and disputesof a private law character
to which the System is a party; and

(b) disputes involving an officia to the System, who, by reason of his
official position, isentitled to immunity, if such immunity has not been
waived.

2. Any dispute between the Government and the System concerning the
interpretation or application of this Agreement or any supplementary agreements,
or any question affecting the Headquarters Seat or the relationship between the
Government and the System, which is not settled by negotiation or other agreed
mode of settlement, shall be referred for final decison to a tribuna of three
arbitrators: one to be appointed by the Government, one to be appointed by the
System, and thethird, who shal be chairmanof thetribuna, to bechosen by thefirst
two arbitrators. Should the first two arbitrators fail to agree upon the third, the
Government and the System shall request the Coordinator of the International Court
of Justice to choose the third arbitrator. A majority vote of arbitrators shall be
sufficient to reach a decision which shal be final and binding. The third arbitrator
shdl be empowered to settleall questions of procedurein any case where thereis
disagreement with respect thereto.

3. The said tribunal shall adopt and observe the "Rules of Arbitration and
Conciliation of the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Settlement of Disputes'.
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ARTICLEX
FINAL PROVISIONS

1. The System and dl persons enjoying the immunities. privileges, exemptions
and facilitiesunder this Agreement shall co-operateat al timeswith the appropriate
authoritiesof Barbados to facilitate the proper administrationof justice and secure
the observance of the laws of Barbados.

2. This Agreement shall be congtrued in the light of its primary purpose of
enablingthe System at its headquartersin Barbadosfully and efficiently to discharge
its responsibilitiesand fulfill its purposes.

3. Wherever this Agreement imposes obligations which can be carried out only
by authoritiesof Barbados other than the Government, the Government shall ensure
the fulfillment of such obligationsby the appropriate authorities of Barbados.

4. None of the provisonsdf this Agreement shall derogatein any way from the
rights, privileges and immunities provided for or specified in the Agreement
establishing the Regiona Security System.

5. ThisAgreement shd | beregistered with the Secretary-General of the Caribbean
Community.

6. This Agreement may be revised at the request of either Party. In thisevent the
two Partiesshall consult with each other concerning the revisionsto be madein its
provisions.

7. TheGovernment and the System may enter into such supplementary agreements
as may be necessary or appropriateto the implementation of this Agreement.

8. Nathing in this Agreement shall be construed to preclude the adoption of
appropriate measures for the security of the State as may be determined by the
Government in consultation with the System.

9. This Agreement shall ceaseto be in force:

(a) by mutua consent of the System and the Government; or
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(b) If thepermanent headquartersof the Systemis removed from Barbados,
except for such provisionsas may be applicablein connection with the
orderly termination of the operations of the System at its permanent
headquartersin Barbados and the disposal of its property therein.

10. This Agreement shall come into force upon signature.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respective representatives of the Parties, duly
authorised thereto, have signed this Agreement

DONE at Bridgetown, Barbados this
copies in the English Language.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
BARBADOS

Passed the House of Representatives
this24th day of November, 1998.

Bridget Harris,
Speaker.

Sylvia Walker,
Clerk to the House of Representatives.

Oay of , 1997 in two

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REGIONAL SECURITY SYSTEM

Passed the Senate this 10th day of
December, 1998.

Millicent Percival,
President.

Sylvia Walker,
Clerk to the Senate.

Printed a the Government Printing Office, Antigua and Barbuda,
by Rupert Charity, Government Printer
—By Authority, 1999.
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