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1. CiTaTiON. These Regulations may be cited as the Medical
Benefits Regulations.

9. INTERPRETATION. In these Regulations—
‘“‘beneficiary’”’ means—

(@) an insured personwho has paid medical benefits con-
tributions in respect of at least twenty six weeks in any
calendar year, or any period of twelve months; or

(b) a person certified by a medical practitioner to be suf-
fering from a disease specified in Part I of the First Schedule;
or

(¢) a person who is rendered permanently incapable of
work by virtue of age; or
(d) a young person under sixteen years;

provided that in the case of paragraphs (b), (¢) and (d) such person is
born in Antigua and Barbuda or is ordinarily resident in Antigua and
Barbuda;

«“Board’’ means the Medical Benefits Board of Control;
<;nsured’’ means insured under the Social Security Act;

‘“medical benefits’’ means the supply of medical or surgical care and
services and includes hospitalisation, drugs, laboratory tests, X-
rays, electrocardiography tests or similar services;

‘‘medical practitioner’’ means a registered medical practitioner
approved by the Minister and whether such practioner—

(a) is employed by Government and carries on a private
practice; or

(b) is engaged solely in private practice.

3. REGISTRATION. (1) Every beneficiary shall be registered and
issued a medical scheme registration card by the Superintendent in such
form as the Minister may by notice published in the Gazette prescribe.

(2) An application for medical benefits shall be made by presentation
of such card to the medical practitioner whose services the applicant seeks.

(3) A person who obtains medical benefits by means of a medical
scheme registration card which is false in any material particular or by
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any other means shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary con-
viction to a fine of five hundred dollars.

4. BENEFICIARY NOT HOSPITALISED. (1) A beneficiary who is suf-
fering from a disease specified in Part I of the First Schedule shall receive
free medical benefits at such place and time as the Minister shall by notice
published in the Gazette appoint.

(2) Every beneficiary is entitled to the medical benefits specified in
Part II of the First Schedule.

5. BeNEFICIARY HOSPITALISED. (1) A beneficiary who is treated
in the general ward of the Holberton Hospital for any disease is entitled
to free medical benefits.

(2) A beneficiary who is treated in a semi-private or private ward of
the Holberton Hospital for any disease is entitled to free medical benefits
except for the payment of maintenance fees for the occupancy of the said
ward which shall be paid—

(a) by the beneficiary in accordance with the Holberton Hospital
(Fees) Rules; and

(b) by the Scheme in accordance with regulation 10(1).

6. BENEFICIARY TREATED PRIVATELY. A beneficiary who is treated
in a private place or private institution in Antigua and Barbuda for any
disease, is entitled to the same medical benefits as if he were treated in
the Holberton Hospital, except for the payment of maintenance fees, and
the calculation of such medical benefits shall be made in accordance with
regulation 11.

7. BENEFICIARY TREATED ABROAD. A beneficiary who is treated
outside Antigua and Barbuda for any-illness shall, with the approval of
the Chief Medical Officer, be entitled to be paid for medical benefits sup-
plied not exceeding five hundred dollars, as the Chief Medical Officer may
certify to the Board.

8. TFEEs. (1) A medical practitioner who treats a beneficiary under
regulation 4 (1) in his private capacity either—

(a) at his office; or

(6) by making a house call,
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is entitled to the fee specified in the Second Schedule but no fee shall be
paid—

(i) in excess of ten office visits and five house calls in respect

of that beneficiary within a period of twenty-six calendar
weeks; or

(ii) for the treatment of a beneficiary, except for the making of
house calls, who otherwise would have received free medical
treatment under the Medical and Holberton Hospital Institu-
tion Act.

(2) A consultant who treats a beneficiary under regulation 4 (1) is
entitled to the fee specified in the Second Schedule only if the beneficiary
is referred to him by a medical practitioner, but no fee shall be paid in
excess of his office visits and two house calls in respect of that beneficiary
within a period of twenty-six calendar weeks.

(3) A medical specialist who performs surgery on a beneficiary in his
private capacity at a recognised hospital is entitled to the fee specified in
the Second Schedule:

Provided that where the operation is performed at a Government
Hospital the specialist shall be paid from the funds of the Scheme no more
than three quarters of the fees specified in the Second Schedule.

(4) For the purposes of these Regulations surgery is classified in the
manner specified in the Third Schedule.

9. MEDICAL PRACTITIONER TO SUBMIT STATEMENT. (1) A medical
practitioner or consultant who treats a beneficiary under regulation 8 shall
submit a monthly statement to the Superintendent in such form as the
Minister may prescribe.

(2) The Superintendent on receipt thereof shall examine the statement
and if satisfied as to its correctness shall forward the statement to the Board
for its authorisation.

(3) The Board shall examine or cause the statement to be examined
and issue such directions to the Superintendent as it may consider necessary.

10. PayMENT OF CLaIMS AND FEES. (1) The fees due and payable
on behalf of every beneficiary by the Scheme in respect of his accommoda-
tion and maintenance at the Holberton Hospital or Government Institu-
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tion under regulation 5 shall be at such rates as the Minister may, by notice
in the Gazette, prescribe.

(2) All sums due and payable to a beneficiary for medical benefits
supplied under regulation 6 shall be made to that beneficiary from the funds
of the Scheme.

(3) The fees due and payable to a medical practitioner for medical
benefits supplied to a beneficiary under regulation 8 shall be paid to that
medical practitioner from the funds of the scheme.

(4) All sums due and payable for medical benefits supplied by the
Holberton Hospital, Government Institution or prescribed place under these
regulations shall be paid from the funds of the Scheme into the Consolidated
Fund.

(5) Any payment made by a beneficiary for the purchase of drugs
which he would have received free by virtue of these regulations shall be
reimbursed to him upon the authorisation of the Board out of the funds
of the Scheme on the presentation of proper receipts:

Provided that such drugs were at the time not available at the prescribed
place.

11. CarcuraTiON OF CosT OF MEDICAL BENEFITS. The cost of
medical benefits supplied to a beneficiary at the Holberton Hospital, Govern-
ment Institution or prescribed place shall be calculated in accordance with
the provisions of the Holberton Hospital (Fees) Rules.

12. VarIiATION OF FEes. The Minister may by notice in the
Gazette, vary the fees specified in the Second Schedule.

13. PusLicaTIONOF LisT. For the purposes of regulation 4 (1) the
Minister shall publish in the Gazette from time to time a list of medical
practitioners and the places and times whereat beneficiaries may attend.

14. REerereEs. Whenever any dispute or question arises—

(a) as to whether or not a person is suffering from a disease
specified in Part I of the First Schedule; or

(b) on any other matter under these regulations,

the Minister may appoint as referees—
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(i) omne or more medical practitioners for the purposes of
paragraph (a); or
(ii) two or more persons for the purposes of paragraph (),

for the determination of such dispute or question and such determination
shall be final and conclusive for the purposes of these regulations.

15. OFFENCE. A person who gives or sells drugs prescribed or
obtained under the Medical Benefits Scheme to any person for whom it
was not prescribed shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine of five hundred dollars.

Made this 12th day of November, 1980.

FIRST SCHEDULE r.4
PART 1

(a) Hypertension

(b) Diabetes

(¢) Cardiovascular Diseases
(d) Sickle-Cell Anaemia

(¢) Cancer

() Leprosy

(¢) Certified Lunacy

(k) Glaucoma

PART 1II

X-rays
Electrocardiography
Laboratory tests
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SECOND SCHEDULE

FEES

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER

For one office visit

For one house visit

For one office visit

For one house visit

GENERAL

CONSULTANT

MEDICAL SPECIALIST
OPERATING FEES

Class I = casessacassss
Class II s
Class III ...,
Class IV comccsacnang
Class V. .
Class VI ccosseacaees

$ 10.00
$ 20.00

$ 20.00
$ 30.00

$125.00
$200.00
$300.00
$375.00
$450.00
$550.00

r.8
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